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known to me ; the tenour of his religious sentiments was clearly 
to divest the Deity of his prerogatives, and to appropriate them 
to man. The exaltation of the creature at the expense of the 
Creator seems to have been the prime object and character of 
his whole creed ; and this trait in bis sentiments runs through 
all his speculations that refer at all to the transactions of the 
Almighty with his creatures. 

December 1JUA, 1821. Dewi. 



II. WELSH SOCIETIES— BARDIC MOTTO IN 
POWYS*. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Sir, — Often has my mind been dilated with the extatic con- 
templation of the different measures that have of late years 
conspired, not only to restore, but to enhance, the excellent 
knowledge of British Literature ; from the star which arose 
in the South, the vendocian luminary of the North, and, 
above all, to that valuable miscellany of the Metropolis, the 
Cambro-Briton. The former have been useful to rouse 
the plebeian part of the Principality, while the latter has 
been more successful in kindling the zeal of the higher classes 
of the community. This sacred spark of patriotism lay dor- 
mant, as it were, for a considerable number of years ; or, at 
least, it was concentrated within the circle of a few Briton- 
like lovers of their national lore, residing chiefly in London, 
except a few dispersed individuals, who still adhered to their 
native soil, who only occasionally visited those their congene- 
rous brethren in the city, the society of whom served to ignite 
the noble spark, and they returned to their respective stations 
with fresh ardour for the pursuit of their former explorations. 
At length, however, this zeal matured into more strength, and 
was communicated to new objects, until new and vigorous 
achievements were contemplated — societies formed for the ac- 

of some of his countrymen. Yet, even if this stigma had been much more 
generally deserved than it really is, it ought not, in candour, to have been 
thus loosely converted into a matter of accusation against the writer in 
question. — En. 

* These observations, it seems, have already been printed for distribu- 
tion amongst the author's friends, and we gladly comply with his wish to 
give them the advantage of a more general circulation.— Ed. 
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complishment of those laudable designs — subjects proposed for 
elucidation — prizes offered to the successful candidates — meet- 
ings convoked for the awarding of those prizes. All became 
anticipation, and all was satisfaction. The first of those meet- 
ings was held at Carmarthen, in September, 1819, where great 
erudition and discretion were displayed. Notwithstanding, the 
spirit of envy could hardly refrain from murmuring : insinuat- 
ing that partiality had been shewn in adjudging the different 
performances. But these invectives were drowned in the ru- 
mours of another similar meeting in Powys, which was held 
at Wrexham, in September last, when so much talent and eru- 
dition were exhibited, and so much entertainment afforded, 
even to the utmost anticipation of those who attended, that 
they alone can form a proper idea of the gratification enjoyed 
on the occasion. The accomplishments of the antiquarians, the 
bards, the vocalists, and the musicians, were admirable, and 
highly approved of by the whole multitude ; and the success- 
ful candidates justly deserved their distinctions and rewards. 
And I was highly gratified by reading, in the Cambro-Bri- 
TON for April last, of the different appropriate medals award- 
ed to those victorious competitors, as tokens to commemorate 
their well-earned ascendancy. But permit me, by the way, 
to express my disapprobation of one of the mottos, viz. that on 
the medal of Mr. R. Davies, of Nantglyn, which runs thus : — 

" Nantglyn, y glanddyn glwys, 
Ei hun biodd hen Bowys." 

Although it may appositely be said of this, as the Roman 
Governor of old, " What I have written I have written ;" 
nevertheless, lasting as the medal may be, I think it justice to 
keep as lasting a record to future generations, that the said 
motto was far from meeting with general approbation, and 
that, not from any disrespect to the candidate, for whom it was 
intended, nor to his composition, for which it was awarded to 
him : nay, both deserved a medal of gold. — But the motto is 
objectionable from other and different considerations, i. e. not 
only for poetical imperfection, but chiefly on account of the 
vague idea which it conveys. It is evident to every one, who 
is conversant with Welsh poetry, that the above motto is only 



THE CAMBRO-BRITOST. 179 

a kind of parody upon that old stanza, originally appropriated 
to Bleddyn ab Cynvyn : — 

" Bleddyn ab Cynvyn bob cwys 
Ei hun biodd hen Bowys." 

And it is well known, that the said Bleddyn held that division 
of the Principality by right of royalty, and not by bardic emi- 
nency ; and the drift of expression in the above stanza naturally 
and forcibly conveys the same idea. The alteration, which it 
underwent in the present instance, does not in the least affect 
its scope ; consequently, it must still convey the same notion to 
all who read it, not having been previously informed of the 
circumstance connected therewith. For instance, ask a person 
in some of the remotest counties, utterly ignorant of the late 
transactions at Wrexham, to unriddle the said motto, and I will 
venture to assert, that he will tell you that Nantglyn must 
have been a potent prince, or landed proprietor, of Powys. 
The same inference must, naturally, he made by all who read 
it in a future generation ; for what is there in the expression 
that can infer the most distant idea of bardic eminence ? Would 
it not have been more appropriate to say something to this pur- 
port — 

Bardd Nantglyn, y glanddyn glwys, 

Cawd ar ben cadair Bowys. 

Or, rather, could not one of the bards, either in town or country, 
forge a new stanza altogether for the purpose ? 

Thinking, that, as an individual of the Powys Society, I had 
a right to say thus much on the subject, I shall now recom- 
mend it to the consideration of the rest of the fraternity, and the 
public at large. I am, Sir, &e. 

August 30th, 1821. A PowYSlAN. 



III. COMETS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BK1TON. 

Mr. Editor. — The Welsh Chronicles give an account of 
two remarkable comets ; one in the year 1094, and the other 
in 1105*. 

Your insertion of these two dates, Sir, may attract the at- 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii, pp. 405. 422. 536. 



